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The Barbican Estate
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St. Giles Cripplegate
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The Rag Trade
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Cripplegate Ward, circa 1945
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Sir Patrick Abercrombie
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Abercrombie’s Greater London Plan
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Abercrombie’s Greater London Plan
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Student Housing Protest, 1946
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Post-war Prefab Housing
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Peter “Joe” Chamberlin Geoffry Powell Christoph Bon
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New Barbican
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1954
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1954
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1956
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Lord Duncan Sandys
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Lord Duncan Sandys

There are advantages in creating in the 
City a genuine residential neighbourhood  
even if this means forgoing a more 
remunerative return on the land.

– Lord Duncan Sandys

…
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1956
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1959
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1959
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Rail Line Problem
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Track Straightening
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Track Isolation
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Circle Line
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The Kitchen
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Kitchen Mockup
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Performance Spaces, 1959 
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Revised Arts Centre, 1968 
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Revised Arts Centre, 1968 
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Revised Arts Centre, 1968 
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Arts Centre Cutaway
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Arts Centre, 1968 
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Barbican Promo, 1969
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Queen Elizabeth Opens the Barbican Centre, 1982
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The Barbican Estate
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The Barbican Estate

• Three 42-story tower blocks 
• 13 terrace blocks 
• 2,113 flats and maisonettes 
• Two schools 
• A library 
• A museum 
• A YMCA 
• A fine arts complex
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The Barbican Estate



@nmeans
Photo: 2024 Nickolas Means, CC BY-NC 4.0

Arrow Loop
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The Barbican Estate



@nmeans
Photo: 2024 Nickolas Means, CC BY-NC 4.0



@nmeans
Photo: ©Historic England Archive, Fair Use

The Barbican Estate
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The Barbican Conservatory
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Pick Hammered Concrete
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The Barbican Estate
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Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon
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Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon



@nmeans
Photo: © Polly Powell, Fair Use

Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon

We come from the poverty struck years of 
post-war reconstruction. It is not that we were 
simply screwed down by cost controls. They 
became natural to us, aided by the fashion for 
the spare and the simple.

– Geoffry Powell
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Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon
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CP&B Barbican Plan, 1954
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Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon
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lie in the messy parts of life, 
not the tidy ones.

– Tim Harford
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The Barbican Estate

“The tech industry” isn’t just happening to us: 
Everyone in this room is “the tech industry.” 

– Lena Reinhard



@nmeans
Photo: ©Historic England Archive, Fair Use

The Barbican Estate

“The tech industry” isn’t just happening to us: 
Everyone in this room is “the tech industry.” 

– Lena Reinhard



@nmeans
Photo: © Polly Powell, Fair Use

Chamberlin, Powell, and Bon



th
an

k 
yo

u

Nickolas Means 
@nmeans

Photo: ©2024 Ryan Alexander, used by permission


